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372 We claim: 

373 1 . A locator tool for orienting a medical device with an implanted adjustable valve 

374 with a physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve, the tool 

375 comprising: 

376 an indicator of a desired orientation of a valve; and 

377 means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve to indicate a specific 
3 78 orientation of the valve* 

379 

380 2. An uidicator tool for indicating the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve 

381 with a physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet 

3 82 indicating a current setting of the valve, the tool comprising: 

383 means for magnetically coupling with the magnet in a valve to indicate a current 

384 setting of the valve; and 

385 means for indicating the current setting of the valve 
386 

387 3 . An adjustment tool for changing the current setting of an unplanted adjustable valve 

388 with a physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet 

389 capable of changing a current setting of the valve by physical movement of the magnet, the 

390 tool comprising: 

391 means for magnetically coupling vrith the magnet in the valve to move the magnet 

392 to change the current setting of the valve; 
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3 93 means for moving the magnet in the valve to move the magnet to change the current 

3 94 setting of the valve. 

395 

3 96 4. A system for indicating the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve with a 

397 physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet 

398 indicating a current settmg of the valve, the system comprising: 

399 a locator tool comprising: 

400 an indicator of a desired orientation of a valve; and 

401 means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve to indicate a 

402 specific orientation of the valve; 

403 an indicator tool comprising: 

404 means for magnetically coupling with the magnet in a valve to indicate a 

405 current setting of the valve; and 

406 means for mdicatmg the current setting of the valve. 
407 

408 5. A system for changing the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve with a 

409 physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet capable 

410 of changmg a current setting of the valve by physical movement of the magnet, the system 

41 1 comprising: 

412 a locator tool comprising: 

4 1 3 an indicator of a desired orientation of a valve; and 
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414 means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve to indicate a 

41 5 specific orientation of the valve; 

416 an adjustment tool comprising: 

417 means for magnetically couplmg with the magnet in the valve to move the 

41 8 magnet to change the current setting of the valve; 

419 means for moving the magnet m the valve to move the magnet to change the 

420 current setting of the valve. 
421 

422 6, A system for determining and changing the current setthig of an implanted 


423 adjustable valve with a physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the 

424 valve and a magnet capable of changing a current settmg of the valve by physical 

425 movement of the magnet, the system comprising: 


426 a locator tool comprising: 

427 an indicator of a desired orientation of a valve; and 

428 - means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve to indicate a 

429 specific orientation of the valve; 

430 an indicator tool comprising: 

43 1 means for magnetically coupling with the magnet in a valve to indicate a 

432 current setting of the valve; and 

433 means for indicating the current setting of the valve 

434 an adjustment tool comprising: 
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43 5 means for magnetically coupling with the magnet in the valve to move the 

43 6 magnet to change the current setting of the valve; 

43 7 means for moving the magnet in the valve to move the magnet to change the 
43 8 current setting of the valve. 

439 

440 7. A method of orienting a medical device with an implanted adjustable valve with a 

44 1 physical characteristic fliat indicates a specific orientation of the valve, the method 

442 comprising the steps of: 

443 providing a locator tool havnig an indicator of desired orientation of a valve and 

444 havmg means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a 

445 specific orientation of the valve; 

446 palpatmg the valve to determine its physical characteristics; 

447 setting the locator tool over a portion of the valve so that the locator tool is 

448 mechanically coupled to the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a specific 

449 orientation of the valve. 
450 


45 1 8. A method of indicating the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve with a 

452 physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet 

453 indicating a current setting of the valve, the method comprising the steps of: 

454 providing a locator tool having an indicator of desired orientation of a valve and 

455 having means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a 

456 specific orientation of the valve; 
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457 providing an indicator tool having means for magnetically coupling with a magnet 

458 in a valve indicating a current setting of the valve and having means for indicating the 

459 current setting of the valve; 

460 palpating the valve to determine its physical characteristics; 

461 setting the locator tool over a portion of the valve so that the locator tool is 

462 mechanically coupled to the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a specific 

463 orientation of the valve; 

464 coupling the indicator tool to the locator tool to align the indicator tool v^th the 

465 locator tool; 

466 wherein, the current setting of the valve is indicated by the indicator tool. 
467 

468 9. A method of changing the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve with a 

469 physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet capable 

470 of changing a current setting of the valve by physical movement of the magnet, the method 

47 1 comprising the steps of: 

472 providing a locator tool having an indicator of desired orientation of a valve and 

473 having means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a 

474 specific orientation of the valve; 

475 providing an adjustment tool having means for magnetically coupling with the 

476 magnet in the valve to move the magnet to change the current setting of the valve; 

477 palpating the valve to determine its physical characteristics; 
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478 setting the locator tool over a portion of the valve so that the locator tool is 

479 mechanically coupled to the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a specific 

480 orientation of the valve; 

48 1 coupling the adjustment tool to the locator tool to align the adjustment tool with the 

482 locator tool; 

483 moving the magnet to change the current setting of the valve. 
484 


